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Take true courage, or you
may go for wool and

come home shorn.
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ROBIN
HOOD

Smitten

K}hin Hood straightened his hat and
moothed his whiskers. “How do 1 look.

Little John?” he asked.

“You look like you always do,” John replied

with a wave of his hand.
“Like a regular Casanova.”

Robin grinned. “Let’s
hope Maid Marian agrees
with you.” He put a hand
over his heart. “I just hope
she still remembers me.”

“Quit mooning and get
going, Rob,” Little John
said. “The day isn't getting
any longer.”

“Right, right,” Robin
agreed. But the truth was, he felt a little
nervous. Maid Marian was the cleverest and
most beautiful maid in the land. And she'd
been in London for several years. What if she
didn’t remember her childhood sweetheart?

“Get going,” Little John repeated.

Robin nodded and set off through the
forest. He had to be careful, because Prince
John had declared him an outlaw. If he or any
of his men saw him, Robin would be thrown
in jail. Or worse.

“She’s worth it,” Robin told himself as he
hurried toward the castle.

Soon Robin was outside the castle gate.
He could hear voices—female voices

laughing
and talking. Maybe one of them was Marian’s!
Robin’s heart pounded in his chest. He

had to see! He looked around and spotted a
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large tree with branches that reached inside
the castle grounds. Perfect!

Robin leaped gracefully up to the first
branch, grabbed hold, and began to climb.
When he was nice and high,
he worked his way out on
a branch. Now he was
inside the castle grounds.
And if he moved a few
leaty branches aside . . .

Robin moved a branch
and leaned forward to see
who was talking. It was
Marian! She was playing
badminton with Lady Cluck.
And she was a good shot!

“Nice one, Maid Marian,” Lady Cluck said,
as Marian won a point.

Robin gazed down at the sight below.
Marian was so lovely, and so talented!

“Oops!” Marian said as the birdie sailed
off the court completely.

Robin saw it fly toward his hiding place.
[t landed in the tree just above him!
Determined to get it for Marian, he got to his
feet and reached up. But he lost his balance
and fell just as the birdie came loose. The two
landed on the ground at the same time.

“Ooof!” Robin didn't mean to make an
entrance like this!

“What was that?” Lady Cluck asked as Robin
scrambled away and leaped over the fence.

“I do believe it was an outlaw,” Maid

Marian said with a smile.
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Treat matters seriously,
otherwise the
consequences may be
unthinkable.

/f anny was not at his best. Gypsy
could tell. Already that day, he had
lost two magic wands and stepped on his
turban.

And with the matinee show at P.T. Flea's
World's Greatest Circus about to begin,
Gypsy knew she had to be on her toes.
Manny was going to debut his new trick: the
Levitating, Flaming, and Disappearing Water
Torture Chamber of Death.

“Ladies and gentlemen,” Manny
announced, “prepare to be stunned and
amazed by the Levitating, Flaming, and
Disappearing Water Torture Chamber of
Death. You will watch as my lovely and
talented assistant, Gypsy, climbs inside this
chamber"— Manny motioned toward the
empty sardine can at his side— “where |
will bind her hands and feet. Then I will fill
the chamber with water, seal it, levitate it
five inches off the ground, and set it ablaze.
And finally, you will watch in awe as the
chamber disappears before your very eyes!”

Manny and Gypsy had rehearsed the act
thoroughly. Everything was planned down
to the last detail. But if one little thing went
wrong with the trick, Gypsy could be in big
trouble.

As it turned out, one little thing didn’t
go wrong—three big things went wrong!

Manny made his first mistake when he
tied Gypsy's hands and feet together. He
was supposed to leave the strings loose so

that Gypsy could wriggle out of them once
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Abracadabra!

she was inside. But Manny accidentally tied
them too tight!

Then Manny filled the chamber too
high with water. In rehearsals, he had left a
bit of space at the top so that Gypsy had
some air inside. But this time, he forgot!

Manny's third mistake was locking the
trapdoor. Together, he and Gypsy had
rigged an escape hatch in the back side of
the sardine can. Once Manny sealed her
inside, Gypsy wriggled out of her bonds,
opened the trapdoor, and, unseen by the
audience, escaped from the chamber before
Manny levitated it, set it on fire, and made
But

accidentally nudged the latch that secured

it disappear. this time, Manny
the trapdoor from the outside. Gypsy was
locked inside.

Luckily, Gypsy hadn't left anything to
chance: she had stowed a sharp shard of
glass inside the sardine can. She had learned
to hold her breath for ten minutes. And she
had put a release latch on the inside of the
trapdoor.

She was safely out of the chamber in
one minute flat.

At the end of the trick, Manny called
Gypsy in front of the audience. “How did
you do it, my dear?” he asked dramatically.

“It was magic!” she replied, with a smile
and a sigh of relief.
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